READ NATURALLY

     Read Naturally is a fluency intervention and/or supplemental program based on current scientific research on reading fluency.  In addition, research also shows that reading fluency is also strongly connected to reading comprehension. When students can read orally with automaticity (do not need to spend time decoding words) and prosody (appropriate expression and rate of reading) they are able to demonstrate comprehension of the material they are reading.

          Students are typically identified for the Read Naturally program if they are reading at or below the 50th percentile rank during the current school year

 (2006 Hasbrouck & Tindal Oral Fluency Data chart can be found at www.readnaturally.com/pdforalreadingfluency.pdf )
    Read Naturally   includes the recommended repeated reading and guided oral repeated reading with the use of audiotapes and teacher assistance coupled with a careful monitoring of students’ progress.  Read Naturally begins with a placement procedure to ensure that students work at the appropriate text reading level.  Once placement has been determined, the student selects a story from the appropriate level and locates the tape for the story.  Before actually reading, he/she uses the story’s title, picture, and key words to write a sentence predicting what the story will say.  After writing a prediction, he/she reads the story aloud, timing himself/herself for one minute and underlining any unknown words.  He/she then records on a graph, in blue, the number of words he/she read correctly in the one-minute timing.  In the next step, the student reads along with the tape three times, tracking and subvocalizing with the audiotape.
     Practice continues with the student reading the story without the audiotape until he/she can read at or above the predetermined goal rate (set by the teacher and the student).  Each practice is timed.  When the student can read at or above the goal rate, he/she answers questions and prepares for a timed reading with the teacher.   To pass, the student must meet the reading rate goal, make three or fewer errors, read with good expression, and answer the comprehension questions correctly.  The fluency score is recorded in red on the graph.

     In the last step, the student retells the story by writing sentences.  Students must either include a certain number of ideas or write for a certain length of time.  When the student completes this last step successfully, he selects a new story and begins again.  Teachers can adjust goals and reading levels at any time in the process.
