Nottingham West Elementary School
Home of the Wildcats

Profile of Reading Characteristics 

Hudson School District Guidelines on Estimated time each grade level should read each night

	Grade  Level
	Time Spent Reading

	1
	10 minutes

	2
	15 minutes

	3
	20 minutes

	4
	20 minutes

	5
	25 minutes


GRADE 1:

Parent reads aloud to student; student reads aloud to parent.
First Graders like fairytales...memorize nonsense verses... like books with dinosaurs...enjoy alphabet and counting books. Reading together at home makes learning to read at school that much easier. As reading skills develop during 1st grade, encourage parents to “echo” read, where the parent reads one line and the child repeats it. 
	Kids Picks! 

	Captain Abdul’s Pirate School by Colin McNaughton

	The Gunniwolf 
by Wilhelmina Harper

	Make Way for Ducklings 
by Robert McCloskey

	Max 
by Bob Graham

	Tikki Tikki Tembo 
by Arlene Mosel


GRADE 2:

Parent reads aloud to student; student reads aloud to parent; student reads independently. 
2nd Graders like to show off their reading skills... understand more complex stories than they can read ...see situations as fair or not fair... and believe in magic. 2nd graders are often interested in books with chapters but are not yet ready to read them on their own. Encourage parents to choose a more challenging book and read aloud from it during their designated reading time each night. Students reading aloud to parents is still important and builds fluency. Books on tape can be made by parents or other fluent readers and are great for those children who have limited support at home.

	Kids Picks! 

	Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 
by Judy Barrett

	The House on East 88th Street by Bernard Waber

	The Little House 
by Virginia Burton

	Micawber 
by John Lithgow

	Mirette on the High Wire
by Emily Arnold McCully


GRADE 3:
Parents can help by ensuring that their child reads every night and has access to a variety of reading material.
3rd Graders like chapter books... show interest in stories about real life... like riddles, jokes and off-the-wall humor... and want to choose their own books. The only way to get better at reading is to do it. A fluent reader can automatically and accurately decode text and read with appropriate pace and expression, thus demonstrating comprehension (Kuhn & Stahl, 2003). 3rd grade is typically the time when “learning to read” turns in to “reading to learn” so confidence and fluency become crucial. 

	Kids Picks! 

	The Poppy Seeds 
by Clyde Robert Bulla

	Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig

	The True Story of the Three Little Pigs 
by John Scieszka

	Tuck Everlasting 
by Natalie Babbitt

	The Wolf Who Cried Boy 
by Rob Hartman


GRADE 4:

Student reads independently; parent reads aloud to student; buddy reading; partner reading
4th Graders like series and informational books... consider picture books babyish... like mysteries... have a weird sense of humor and like gross, corny jokes!  4th graders still need plenty of independent reading time to further develop vocabulary and fluency. Mixing it up, though, by adding buddy reading (pairing an older sibling with a younger sibling) keeps these readers engaged. If parents find that their child prefers to read independently, they can still participate by reading the same book and discussing it. 

	Kids Picks! 

	Herbie Jones 
by Suzy Kline

	The Hundred Dresses 
by Eleanor Estes

	The Truth about Poop 
by Susan E. Goodman

	The Whipping Boy 
by Sid Fleischman

	Dear Mr. Henshaw 
by Beverly Cleary


GRADE 5: 
Student reads independently; parent reads aloud to student; buddy reading; small group reading.
5th Graders like adventures with real heroes... read biographies about real people... like funny books like The Twits... play video and computer games. Small group reading is popular with 5th graders. Especially when you make it a social event and have the discussion take place over dinner! The child is still getting plenty of independent reading time yet adding that element of discussion takes the reader beyond their own thoughts and perspectives. Buddy reading is also great for 5th graders because reading aloud creates relationships, it’s empowering, and it’s fun!
	Kids Picks! 

	Frindle 
by Andrew Clements

	Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone by 
J. K. Rowling

	Mrs. Frisby and the 
Rats of NIMH 
by Robert C. O’Brien

	The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle 
by Avi

	Where the Red Fern Grows 
by Wilson Rawls


