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Eye on Curriculum 

 

Franklin Park Zoo 

On Thursday, May 13, second grade classes attended a field trip 

to Franklin Park Zoo.  The second grade science curriculum 

focus on animals. Specifically, classifying animals into classes 

and describing similarities and differences among animals and 

their behaviors; matching animals with their appropriate 

habitats; and describing features that help animals survive in 

different habitats. Students enjoyed the field day.  Not only 
did they have fun and learned tons, but the weather was 
also beautiful for walking the park.  
 

 
 

 

 

Career Day ï May 14, 2010 
On Friday, May 14, 2010, three hundred and thirty five students, 48 adults from the Hudson School 

District and countless Alvirne high school students participated in our 9
th
 annual Career Day.  Many 

hours went into the planning of this day where our students were able to see firsthand various 

vocational strands offered at Alvirne as well as some Careers from volunteer community 

supporters.   

 

The day began at our elementary home schools.  Teachers helped students find their assigned 

groups and both Nottingham West and HO Smith students boarded buses to head over to 

Alvirne.  Hills Garrison was able to simply walk next door. The day began in the gymnasium 

with high school principal, Bryan Lane welcoming the 5
th
 graders to their future school.  Paul 

Balukonis, former Resource Officer, was the keynote speaker for the day.   

 

The Career Day Committee worked to ensure that students had a great day at Alvirne. The staff at Alvirne was 

very welcoming and accommodating.  Many participated in presenting many opportunities to the kids.   

 



Each student was assigned to visit four presenters.  Each presentation lasted about 20 minutes.  Students were able 

to see: Floral Design, Forestry, Banking, Culinary Arts, Physical Therapist, Respiratory Therapist, Agriculture, 

Farming, Child Care, Adult Day Care, Construction, Fire Prevention, Computers, Marketing, Animal Care and 

Welding.  Students asked good questions about each of the vocations.  Many students wanted to know how much 

education they needed to get into one of these careers.  After the presenters were finished all students and staff 

involved were served pizza in the Big Red Barn.  ROTC did a presentation for everyone while they ñpicnickedò 

on the lawn outside.   

 

One of the most important aspects of this event was that it brought the class of 2017 together for the first time.  

This cohort was photographed in front of the sign at Alvirne that shouted ñClass of 2017 Is in the Houseò! 

 

All in all it was a great day. Many thanks to all the counselors, administration and staff that made this a day to 

remember for all the kids. 

 

 
 

Eyes on Owls visits NWESô 5
th

 graders; May 11, 2010 

Nottingham West Elementary Schoolôs lucky 5th graders 

were visited by six nocturnal birds of prey from Eyes on 

Owls (www.eyesonowls.com). ñA key goal of our live 

owl program is to stress the importance for all of us to 

know and understand the connection to our natural 

environment,ò explains owl expert, Marcia Wilson. She 

began each of her three, PTO-sponsored presentations 

(just 2 classes each) with an amazing slide show of owl 

pictures taken by her husband, Mark Wilson, a naturalist 

and Boston Globe photographer. ñHaving recently 

studied the food chain and predator/prey relationships, 

this assembly ties-in perfectly with our 5
th
 grade science 

curriculum,ò explains a 5
th
 grade teacher, ñitôs also 

something really fascinating and fun that our class talks 

about and looks forward to all year!ò  

 

During each of the 1.25 hour interactive owl shows, students analyzed owl pellets, did ñwhite washò patrol, and 

learned unusual owl calls or ñhootsò (like the Barred Owlôs ñWho-Cooks-for-youò). Mrs. Wilson also introduced 

each of her six disabled owls for the kids to see up close, including a Saw Whet, Screech, Barred, Snowy, Great 

Horned, & Eagle owl. Please ask your 5
th
 grade naturalist what they liked best and perhaps a few things they 

learned from Eyes on Owls. Like most enrichment programs, the NWES PTO was proud to sponsor this excellent 

event and looks forward to the owlôs return next spring.  

 

 

GRANDPARENTS DAY 

Grandparents/Special Friends Day was a huge success this year.  Students in Mrs. Semales, Ms. McGivern, Ms. 

Solari, Ms. McGivern, Mrs. Kolar and Mrs. Cadorettesôs classes enjoyed Grandparents Day on May 27 and 28th  

First grade students performed on stage for their grandparents followed by a visit to their class  rooms.  They were 

treated to a light brunch in the gym while the 4
th
 and 5

th
 grade chorus performed selected songs.  Grandparents 

also received a fun introduction to the public school system with a Powerpoint presentation about Nottingham 

West and the Life of a First Grader presented by Mr. Durso and Mrs. Beaulieu. 

 

Teacher Appreciation Day 

Teachers were treated to an appreciation lunch to recognize staff for their dedication, energy, enthusiasm, and 

experience that goes into working with Nottingham West students by the PTO on May 7
th
.   PTO provided a soup 

and salad. Additionally, teachers were also treated to lunch later in the week by Mr. Durso and Mrs. Beaulieu as a 

thank you to a great staff.  

 

 

http://www.eyesonowls.com/


Third Grade Ethnic Food Tasting Party  
The third grade classes have been learning about different 
cultures of the world in Reading Unit 5, òCultures.ó We 
have learned about the many backgrounds of people who 
populate our country.  As a celebration of our cultural 
diversity, each class held an òEthnic Food Tasting Party ó 
at the end of the unit.  Students brought in some kind of 
food relating to their ancestorõs country and shared it with 
their classmates.  Many students shared their pride in their 
familyõs special food, and in turn, tasted and celebrated a 
new food as well. Some of the dishes included Irish Soda 
Bread, Italian Lasagna and Canolies, French Canadian 
Moon Pies, Maple cookies, and peanut brittle, and Portuguese Sweet Bread.  At the party, each 
student received a òpassportó where they recorded information about themselves and about 
the ethnic dishes that they òtaste-testedó at the party! 
 
Walking Club 

In May of 2009 a walking club was started at Nottingham West Elementary school by a group of parent 

volunteers.  This developed because of a desire to help the students learn the importance of fitness and 

the fun of walking.  The program ran for 5 weeks with a total of 238 students involved.   Walking club 

was held during recess time for the 3
rd

, 4
th

 and 5
th

 grades.  During the 30-minute recess students were 

encouraged to walk 4 laps around the school building which equals one mile.   For each week that a 

student walked a mile they received a foot charm.  A number of students were very committed and 

walked all 5 weeks!  The walking club continued into this school year and has restarted this spring! 
 
 
At the conclusion of our 5 week program the students of Nottingham West Elementary school had 
walked a total of 737 miles!  The students were congratulated on this achievement with certificates, 
freezer pops, summer walking logs and one victory lap around the school.  Because of the success of 
this club and the enthusiasm of the students, walking club will resume in the fall of 2010. 

New Hampshire Stock Market Game 

The New Hampshire Stock Market GameÊ program is pleased to 

announce that the team of Holly Oakes, Alizah Colburn, and 

Corinne Prestia. Upon completion of the game, Mrs. Mahoneyôs 

stock market group had $130,000 in investments (Each group was 

given $100,000 to initially invest). Each member of the team 

received a $100 American Express gift card. This group was the 

first place finisher in the Elementary School division of the 2/23-

5/1 session.   

 

The team was invited to attend The Stock Market Game Program 

Awards Ceremony held on Tuesday, May 25, 2010, at Southern 

New Hampshire University.  The ceremony recognized the top 

teams of both the Fall 2009 and Spring 2010 Stock Market Game 

programs.  Members of the stock market team delivered a short 2-3 minute speech discussing their involvement 

in the program.  Holly Oakes won top honor with an essay through Investwrite.  Her essay won first place in the 

State of New Hampshire and came in fourth place nationally and beat out 17,000 other essays.  

 

The program is coordinated by Elizabeth Reidel, New England Regional Director and sponsored by SIFMA, 

Foundation for Investor Education 



 

Stock Market Game Acceptance Speech 

Holly Oakes, Corinne Prestia, Alizah Colburn 

May 6, 2010 
 

   Good Afternoon everyone! My name is Corinne Prestia. My SMG team consists of two other people, Alizah 

Colburn and Holly Oakes. We have recently conquered the Spring 2010 Stock Market Game. Stocks, Bonds, and 

Mutual Funds now cross our minds daily. We are so grateful for this spectacular experience! 

   Prior to our virtual riches in the Stock Market Game, we had minimal knowledge of the stock market. Now we 

have an abundance of intelligence on the subject. One of the many things we learned was that we should diversify 

our portfolio so that over time our stocks can balance each other out. 

   The stock market is like a roller coaster constantly going up and down, so we had multiple good and bad 

experiences. One of the highlights of our time playing the Stock Market Game was when one morning when we 

went to the computer lab, we checked our portfolio and realized we had jumped from 9
th
 to 7

th
 to 3

rd
 place! Time 

flew and soon enough we were in 1
st
 and the game was over! We were very surprised and celebrated with a 

slumber party. 

    During our time in the Stock Market Game we had some bad experiences also. Our most extensive challenge 

was choosing which stocks to invest in. They seemed innumerable! Eventually we chose stocks like Apple, 

American Express, and Intel. These companies performed great! We learned an extreme amount of information 

on long term investing, planning, and saving. For example, we all want to go to college. As many of you know, 

tuition is extremely expensive. What could possibly help us? Thanks to the Stock Market Game we now know that 

Stocks, Bonds, and Mutual Funds are the way to go! 

   We would like to extend our appreciation to the   

SIFMA Foundation for creating and providing the Stock Market Game program. Also, we would like to thank our 

admirable teacher Mrs. Mahoney and her intelligent father for enhancing our comprehension of the stock market. 

This wouldnôt have been possible without these amazing people who have taught us life long lessons that will help 

us through out our adolescence. Our gratitude is infinite. Thank you! 

 

Nottingham West Chorus and Arts Nights 

 

On May 20, 2010 at 7pm the fourth and fifth grade choruses performed at the annual Arts Night under the 

direction of Kirsten Mohring.  The fourth grade chorus performed songs such as:  You Canôt Stop the Beat, United 

We Sing, and  Shoo Fly, while the fifth grade chorus sang; Season of Love, Oh, Susanna, Will Be, It Donôt Mean a 

Thing.  The finale had both choruses singing;  Joy to the World, America the Beautiful, Youôre a Grand Old Flag, 

and God Bless America.  The well attended concert was a huge success.    

Additionally the fourth and fifth grade choruses were featured during Grandparentsô Day at Nottingham West.  

Grandparents and special guests were entertained by excellent performances as they enjoyed their lunch.  First 

grade students began the day by singing and performing songs with a variety of instruments to their grandparents 

and special friends.  Songs included; ñShare the Good Giftsò, ñFunga Alafiaò and ñShake it Upò.     

Parents had an opportunity to view their childôs art pieces after the concert. There were over 1800 pieces of art 

work on display for student and parent viewing.  

 

  

Mrs. Cadoretteõs Class Welcomes Cartoonist  
On Friday, May 14th, Mrs. Cadoretteõs first grade class 
received a visit from Mr. Pat Arena.  Mr. Arena is a 
cartoonist who works with area schools and universities as 
an art teacher and consultant.  He is also the grandfather of 
Joseph Arena, a first grader in Mrs. Cadoretteõs classroom.  
Mr. Arena entertained the students with many stories about 
a number of different cartoons and characters including; 
Felix the Cat, Tweety Bird, the Road Runner, and Mickey 
Mouse.  He guided three different drawing activities in 
which the students followed his directions and created their 
own renditions of many famous cartoons.  He used music to 



stimulate the students into being creative, and entertained them with 
his witty sense of humor and enthusiasm for art.  The students had a 
great time! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Coins for Cures  
 We are pleased to announce that during the inaugural Coins for Cures program, students helped raise 
nearly $45,000 for Children's Hospital Boston!  
  
North Reading Middle School from North Reading, MA was the highest raising school in the 
competition! The students and staff at North Reading Middle School raised a phenomenal $6,369.09 for 
patients and families in need!  All participating schools received a òcertificate of achievementó for their 
incredible effort and contribution.  
  
 This project was initiated by fourth grade students Kaitlyn Hennessy and Jennifer Burgess  in Mrs. 
Spryõs fourth grade class who coordinated the entire project with the help of Mrs. Hennessy. 
Nottingham West raised over $700!  Great job Nottingham West Students.  
 
 
 

New Hampshire  History with  Mrs. Nadeauõs Third Grade Class 
This spring, Mrs. Nadeauõs third grade class has been learning all about the history of our town of 
Hudson.  To finish this unit, students completed two very special 
projects.  The first of which is a board game about Hudson.  Each student 
designed his or her own game board that connected with significant 
places and people in town.  Each game also included written instructions 
on how to play, 20 questions based on facts the students had learned 
throughout the Hudson History Unit and the necessary game pieces.  

When students brought their game boards to school, 
they played their games with their classmates as a 
fun way to review! 

For the second project, the students in room 
305 collaboratively wrote a special book about 
Hudson in the style of M. Brownõs Goodnight Moon, 
and titled it A Trip Through Hudson.  Students 
brainstormed various places and artifacts in Hudson 
and created illustrations and text.  You can read the 
book for yourself on Mrs. Nadeauõs class webpage.  The class has learned a great 
deal about the town in which they live! 
 
 


