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Eye on Curriculum 

 

 

READ ACROSS AMERICA 

 

The week of March 3 to March 7, Dr. Seuss’ birthday was celebrated in 

conjunction with Read Across America, an annual motivation and awareness 

program that calls for every child in every community to celebrate reading on Dr. 

Seuss’ birthday on March 2
nd

.  A variety of activities were planned during the 

week to promote reading.  Nottingham West has a tradition of dedicating the 

entire week to honor Dr. Seuss with many different endeavors.  Along with the 

reading activities, contests were offered in which the winners received small 

tokens of “bravo!” 

 

Some of the fun events were the guessing jars, Battle of the Books assembly, guest readers, a writing contest, Dr. 

Seuss trivia, and a piece of birthday cake to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday.   

 

Steve Dube, of the Hudson Fire Department writes: 

 
Thank you for allowing me to read to your students yesterday; I can think of nothing else I would rather do than read to our 

next generation of possible State Senators and firefighters. I love "Read Across America" because more reading is what our 
nation needs to overcome the lack of interest some of our 

students have these days. Some parents/guardians don't take 

the necessary time to allow students to use their imagination to 
experience our world. Too many quick video games and 

television shows and not enough imagination. I know, I came 

from the start of this electronic generation and suffer now for 
not reading enough, so it's my pleasure to read aloud for any 

teacher.  

 

Please call on me again if you ever need something read aloud 
or have questions about the fire service, I'd be glad to assist 

your classroom. I also would like to extend to your classrooms 

that if there is a question I did not get to answer yesterday, 
your students could write them down and you could e-mail 

them or just "snail-mail" them to me and I'd be more that 

happy to answer them. 



 

 
 

Again, thanks for the opportunity to read aloud in your classroom. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Steve Dube 

Fire Prevention Officer 
Hudson NH Fire Department 
 

   

Schedule of Events: 

 

 Battle of the Books Assembly: Culminating activity  

Culminating event for fourth and fifth grade students in the Battle of the Books program took place at the 

end of Dr. Seuss week. This was an exciting evening. The event took in a packed audience of 4
th

 and 5
th
 

graders cheering on their peers.  Nottingham West fourth grade team competed against themselves as did 

the fifth grade teams.  The winning fourth and fifth grade team faced off and competed against each other. 

An emerging grade 4 team was pronounced the winning team.  All students participated in the battle and 

received T-shirts, certificates of participation, and reading medals for participation.  A field trip to 

Chunky’s Movie Theatre was attended by all grade 4 and 5 participants to see Diary of a Wimpy Kid to 

celebrate their reading efforts.  

 

 Writing-  

Students had the opportunity to write a story about their favorite Dr. Seuss book.  

A classroom favorite was chosen, and then grade level winner was chosen by Mr. Durso!  

Winning participants received a letter home with their picture. 

 

 Family Reading Night-  
The PTO sponsored a Family Reading Night, to promote recreational reading. Students arrived in PJ’s, 

with blankets and pillows as the staff read their favorite books. Students were treated to popcorn and juice 

for snack as they enjoyed their favorite bedtime stories 

 

 Reader’s Theatre 

Do you like green eggs and ham?  The Book Buddies of Mrs. Searles-Allen and Mrs. Nadeau sure do.  

During the “Read Across America” celebration week, the students worked together to put on a Readers’ 

Theatre performance of Dr. Seuss’ Green Eggs and Ham for their parents.   Reader’s Theatre is when 

students recite lines of a story or play.  This activity promotes reading fluency. The performance took 

place on the stage with lights and microphones, and began and ended with a song about the Cat in the 

Hat.  Each second and third grade student had several lines to recite during the performance.  Students 

wore “Cat in the Hat” style striped hats and bows.  After the performance, students invited their guests 

back to the classroom to explore the activities that they had been working on for Read Across America 

and  presented a “Green Eggs and Ham” keepsake frame with their picture.   Nearly 70 guests enjoyed the 

performance!  Mrs. Searles-Allen and Mrs. Nadeau are very proud of their students for working so well 

with their Book Buddies and for putting on such a memorable play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Wild About Reading- 

Nottingham West students participated in an extracurricular reading challenge in 

conjunction with Dr. Seuss Week.  The reading incentive was sponsored by 

Scholastic Weekly Reader and Six Flags. The goal of the program is for students to 

read for six hours in a three week time frame to earn a free amusement park 

ticket to six flags\.  We had 156 successful readers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cartographer -Third Grade Map Makers  

On March 30-31, the third grade classes at Nottingham 
West were afforded the opportunity to work with a 
cartographer (mapmaker), Mrs. Pertrantoni.  There were 
2 components to the cartographers program.  First, 
students learned all about cartography and maps at an 
assembly.  Mrs. Pietrantoni brought her large map 
collection of many different kinds of maps for the 
students to see.  After taking part in the assembly, each 
class individually participated in a map making 
workshop during which students created their own maps 
of Hudson.  The students needed to listen carefully to 
directions and used rulers to measure and draw the 
boundary lines.  Students then added bodies of water, 
hills, swamp lands, and locations of the first meetinghouse, Native 
American camp and our school.  While creating the maps, Mrs. 
Pietrantoni also taught the students facts about the history of our town.  
All of the students enjoyed the experience of being cartographers! 

 

 
 
 

CPR Class-March 23, 2010 

CPR class was offered for teachers renewing their certification or just 

beginning CPR.  Attendees included: Nan Constant, Tom Sullivan, 

Michelle Fitzgerald, Line Poulin, Kimberly Ford, Lisa Hughes, Cat Kolar, 

Nicole Dane, Ella Castaldi, Melissa Johnson, Andrea Kleiner, Sue 

Wagner, Cheryl Zduniak, and Kyle Tave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

As a community service project that all students can participate in, NWES ran a letter writing campaign to 

provide letters of encouragement for service members stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan.  This project was 

initiated at the request of the family of Sarah McKeon (Room 307).  Sarah has a cousin who recently returned 

from a tour of duty in Iraq, and another cousin (brother of the first) who just deployed to Afghanistan.  The 

project is entitled:  Operation American Heroes.  Sarahôs cousin, Marine Corporal Ryan Gannon, came to speak 

to our school about his military service and about how important letters and support from people at home are to 

them.   

 

 

 

The 17 Days of St. Patrick; a morale boosting competition among NWES community of 

teachers (and very competitive!). 

What is the 17 Days of St. Patrick? Here’s how it goes: Each morning, between March 1 and 

17, Mrs. Searles-Allen emailed out a trivia question. This question needed to be answered by 

the next morning. Most questions can be Googled to find the correct answer. All correct 

answers were tallied and marked. Teachers get credit for each correct answer. On the morning of 

St. Patrick’s Day the person with the highest number of correct answers received a large felt St. Patrick’s Day 

hat, another “Irish” gift, and the almighty bragging rights of being The 2010 NWS King/Queen Leprechaun!  

 

On Monday, March 3
rd

 all participating leprechauns received a pin to mark participation.  Our Second Annual 

Irish Trivia Winners are…Kyle Tave and Christine Robinson. Both with a perfect score of 13 questions answered 

perfectly! 

 
Trivia examples include: 

 Language: In Ireland, what dies the suffix Óg mean in a person’s name?  “Junior” 

 Literature: Which search engine owes its name to the imagination of Jonathan Swift? Yahoo! from Gulliver’s 

Travels 

 Music: Handel was said to have used the organ in which church while composing the Messiah? St. Michaels’ 

Church in Dublin 

 Sports: Who was the first Irishman to reach the top of Mount Everest? Dawson Stelfox, in 1993 

 Language: What would you do with crubeens in Ireland? Eat them – they’re pig’s feet! 

 Geography: Which castle in Cork County was built by Cormac MacCarthy? Blarney Castle 

 

 

Roller Skating Night on Wednesday, March 28, at Roller Kingdom.  This event was well attended and students 

had a great time.  

 

 

NWES Ski and Snowboard Club at Pats Peak  

More than 30 students from Nottingham West between kindergarten and grade 5 participated in this year’s 

NWES Ski and Snowboard Club at Pats Peak in Henniker, NH.  While many skiers and snowboarders were 

returning members of the club from last year, we also added quite a few new members.  Skiers and riders enjoyed 

hitting the slopes of Pats Peak this year since all of our Fridays offered great weather!  Even the projected rain 

storm on Friday March 12 ended up being fair weather, as the rain politely held off!  For those who took lessons, 

the instructors were fantastic.  They base instruction on the American Teaching System, a method used by the 



PSIA (Professional Ski Instructors of America) and AASI (American Association of Snowboard Instructors), a 

proven method for developing and refining skills.  With each new week the children were able to expand their 

skills.   Children also did a nice job getting accustomed to the routine of arriving and getting their equipment at 

the very busy mountain lodge.  Next year we look forward to another great season! 

 

Grade 4 Music Class Field Trip to the Boston Symphony Orchestra  

Ms. Mohring’s grade 4 music class is currently learning about the instruments of the orchestra. Four contests 

were held to test student’s knowledge on identifying instruments, their families, and sounds. The grand prize was 

attending “Driving Forces” a youth concert being performed by the Boston Symphony Orchestra!   The concert 

was held on Wednesday, March 3, 2010.  Students enjoyed a variety of music including Mozart’s “Impressario”, 

Tchaikovsky’s “Swan Lake: and  Rossini’s “Overture to William Tell”.  Everyone had an excellent time!   
                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NH Audubon Moose to Mice 

On March 17th, all fourth grade classes were treated to an outstanding in-school field trip presented by the 

McLane Center of NH Audubon.  In a very engaging presentation, the children learned about the mammals of 

New Hampshire, including bear, moose, beaver, deer, fisher cat, snowshoe 

hare, porcupine and more.  Students learned about these animals’ habitats and 

the difference between those that hibernate and those that remain dormant.  

Students also learned about their unique tracks and how to spot evidence that 

an animal is near.  Based upon close examination of their teeth, students 

discovered how to tell the difference between herbivores, carnivores, and 

omnivores.  The informative presentation kept the students actively engaged 

and ended with a hands-on opportunity for the children to touch some animal 

furs, examine a variety of animal scat, and feel how heavy moose antlers are.  

Thanks to the PTO for sponsoring such a fascinating program! Students 

found this presentation to be interesting and educational. 

 

 

 

 
 


